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100 Styles Challenge Event

Sponsorship Proposal
March 15, 2025



Addressing the Gap in 
Access and Education
About Excel In Style

Excel In Style is a groundbreaking initiative powered 
by 40+ Hamilton-based textured hair stylists and 
barbers, dedicated to empowering Black and 
racialized youth through hair care education, styling, 
and community support. Our mission is to create a 
safe and inclusive space where young people can 
embrace their natural beauty, gain confidence, and 
access essential styling services they might not 
otherwise afford.

By addressing the gap in textured hair care access 
and education, Excel In Style fosters self-esteem, 
identity formation, and resilience among Black 
and racialized youth, ensuring they feel valued, 
represented, and supported.



Meet Our Founder

Lohifa Pogoson Acker
Known as a community enthusiast, business owner, hair artist, speaker and vibe 
curator, Lohifa’s passion for uplifting others led her to establish Excel In Style. 
With a background in Biopsychology and Economics from the University of British 
Columbia, Lohifa initially pursued a career In international Development, working 
extensively in public health in West Africa to strengthen local health systems and 
combat HIV/AIDS in mothers and children.

She moved to Hamilton in 2012 and after working with St 
Joseph’s Healthcare in the Integrated Comprehensive Care 
Program for a few years, she sought deeper community 
engagement and transitioned into hairstyling—a passion 
she has nurtured since childhood. In 2019, Lohifa founded 
her own hairstyling business, niched for textured hair and 
precision pattern styling, and serving a diverse clientele, 
including a large number of the Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
team, TV Host - Traci Melchor, Supermodel - Stacey 
McKenzie and other celebrities. She has styled in TV 
and Film for Canada’s Drag Race Season 1, Netflix’s 
Cook At All Costs and a host of other projects 
and productions. 

Lohifa is the recipient of numerous 
business and community awards 
including the Hamilton Chamber of 
Commerce’s Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award (2020). She was recently 
named to the Order of Hamilton (in 
2024). Her commitment to community 
well-being and her recognition of the 
profound impact of haircare on self-esteem, 
particularly among Black and racialized 
youth, inspired her to create Excel In Style.

“Excel In Style is about more than just hair, it is about fostering confidence, 
cultural pride, and a sense of belonging for Black and racialized youth in 
Hamilton. With your support, we’re providing accessible textured hair care, 
styling and education to youth and families in need!” - Lohifa Pogoson Acker



About the Challenge

100 Styles in 1 Day
The Excel In Style 100 Styles Challenge is the first major iteration 
of this initiative, designed to provide 100+ Black and racialized 
youth in Hamilton (ages 5-19) with free professional hair styling 
while educating them and their families on textured hair care and 
maintenance.

This event is more than just a styling session—it’s a celebration 
of culture, identity, and self-love, featuring:

 100+ Free Hairstyles provided by a collective of over 
40 stylists and barbers from 17 Hamilton salons and 
barbershops.

 Educational Workshops on textured hair care, maintenance, 
and styling techniques.

 Community Resources & Support, including connections 
to local beauty supply stores, youth-led and focused 
organizations, and mentorship opportunities.

 A Day of Empowerment, fostering confidence, resilience, 
and pride among young participants.

By sponsoring the Excel In Style 100 Styles Challenge, you will 
directly impact the lives of Black and racialized youth while 
aligning with a movement that champions diversity, inclusion, 
and community well-being. 

Event Details
Excel In Style 100 Styles Challenge
Date: Saturday, March 15, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Location: Bernie Custis Secondary School, Hamilton, ON



Partner with Excel In Style

Join Us as a Sponsor 
Join us as a 2025 Excel In Style – 100 Styles Sponsor to provide 
an afternoon of opportunity that over 100 youth will remember 
forever. Our sponsorship opportunities provide exclusive benefits 
and one-of-a-kind experiences for you and your team. 

By joining us, your company will demonstrate its commitment 
to uplifting Black and racialized youth by establishing a 
foundation for identity, reinforcing culture and building 
confidence to reach their fullest potential. 

2025 Excel In Style Reach Highlights
• By supporting Excel In Style – 100 Styles Challenge, your 

company will benefit from and be featured across a variety 
of channels. 

• Excel In Style Website (launching February 2025)
• @LoDidThat Instagram Channels (14.8K followers)
• Excel In Style Social Media Accounts (launching February 2025)
• Earned Media Coverage and Partnerships:

• CHCH News
• CBC
• Cable 14
• And more!



Presenting Sponsor - $7,500

Crowned in Confidence (Exclusive Opportunity)

Before & After Event Recognition
• Company logo and live link on event website and event communications
• Comprehensive engagement and recognition across Excel In Style and 

collaborator social media channels
• Opportunity to participate in Instagram LIVE with Lohifa Pogoson Acker 

reaching over 14,500 followers to highlight your company’s support of Excel 
In Style – 100 Styles Challenge

• First right of refusal to renew commitment as Presenting Sponsor for 2026 
event

• Customized report detailing the impact of your sponsorship shared after the 
event to include event outcomes, stories of youth and our thanks to you

Day of Event Recognition & Experience
• Company logo included within event day marketing materials
• 10 tickets to attend Excel In Style – 100 Styles Challenge on March 15, 2025
• Opportunity to speak at podium during event
• Company logo and featured in inaugural event day recap reel 
• Opportunity to host a booth at event and promote your company

Media Recognition 
• Company name inclusion in media kit (media advisory and press release) 

including a joint statement with Excel In Style
• Company name mentioned within local media interviews

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report 
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, campaigns and initiatives 
• Customized group volunteer opportunity for your company to deepen 

employee engagement and provide hands on support at Excel In Style’s 100 
Styles Challenge on March 15, 2025



The Roots & Resilience 
Sponsor  - $5,000 (2 Available)

Before & After Event Recognition
• Company logo and live link on event website and event communications
• Comprehensive engagement and recognition across Excel In Style and 

collaborator social media channels
• Company logo and featured in inaugural event day recap reel 
• Customized report detailing the impact of your sponsorship shared 

after the event to include event outcomes, stories of youth and our 
thanks to you

Day of Event Recognition & Experience
• Opportunity to participate in Instagram LIVE during your sponsored 

segment (either 10:00 am – 1:00 pm or 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm) with Lohifa 
Pogoson Acker reaching over 14,500 followers to highlight your company’s 
support of Excel In Style – 100 Styles Challenge

• Company logo included within event day marketing materials
• 8 tickets to attend Excel In Style – 100 Styles Challenge on March 15, 2025
• Receive recognition from podium during the event
• Opportunity to host a booth at event and promote your company

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, campaigns and initiatives
• Customized group volunteer opportunity for your company to deepen 

employee engagement and provide hands on support at Excel In Style’s 
100 Styles Challenge on March 15, 2025



The Beyond Braids Sponsor - $3,000

Before & After Event Recognition
• Company logo and live link on event website and event 

communications
• Comprehensive engagement and recognition across Excel In 

Style and collaborator social media channels
• Company logo included within event day marketing materials

Day of Event Recognition & Experience
• 6 tickets to attend Excel In Style – 100 Styles Challenge on 

March 15, 2025
• Receive recognition from podium during the event
• Company logo and featured in inaugural event day recap reel 
• Opportunity to host a booth at event and promote your 

company

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report 
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, 

campaigns and initiatives 
• Customized report detailing the impact of 

your sponsorship shared after the event to 
include event outcomes, stories of youth and 
our thanks to you



The Twist & Thrive Sponsor - $1,000

Before & After Event Recognition
• Company logo and live link on event website and 

event communications
• Comprehensive engagement and recognition 

across Excel In Style and collaborator social 
media channels

Day of Event Recognition & Experience
• Company logo included within event day 

marketing materials
• 4 tickets to attend Excel In Style  – 100 Styles 

Challenge on March 15, 2025
• Receive recognition from podium during the event
• Company logo and featured in inaugural event day 

recap reel 
• Opportunity to host a booth at event and promote your 

company

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report 
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, 

campaigns and initiatives 
• Customized report detailing the impact of your 

sponsorship shared after the event to include event 
outcomes, stories of youth and our thanks to you



The Curl Power Sponsor - $500

Before & After Event Recognition
• Company logo and live link on event website and event communications
• Comprehensive engagement and recognition across Excel In Style and 

collaborator social media channels

Day of Event Recognition & Experience
• Company logo included within event day marketing materials
• 2 tickets to attend Excel In Style  – 100 Styles Challenge on 

March 15, 2025
• Receive recognition from podium during the event
• Company logo and featured in inaugural event day recap reel 

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report 
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, campaigns and initiatives 
• Customized report detailing the impact of your sponsorship shared after the 

event to include event outcomes, stories of youth and our thanks to you



The Loc’d in Love Sponsor

For Generous Gifts In Kind
• Company logo and live link on event 

website and event communications
• Comprehensive engagement and 

recognition across Excel In Style and 
collaborator social media channels

• Company logo included within event day 
marketing materials

• Company logo and featured in inaugural 
event day recap reel

Additional Value
• Company name listed in annual Impact Report 
• Special invitations to future Excel In Style events, 

campaigns and initiatives 
• Customized report detailing the impact of your sponsorship 

shared after the event to include event outcomes, stories of 
youth and our thanks to you



Sponsor a Style - $250

Help strengthen the self-esteem and build confidence in 
Black and racialized youth by directly sponsoring a style. 

You can equip the next generation with of young people 
with the style, education and support that they need to 
embrace their natural beauty and deepen connection 
with their culture. 

Be part of the movement dedicated to instilling pride in 
Black and racialized youth by creating safe space where 
they can learn, connect and thrive – in style. 

Sponsor a Style - 100 Styles 
Challenge
$250 per style x 100 generous supporters 
= 100 youth feeling fabulous

You’ll Receive:
• Name listed on Excel In Style Website
• A Special Thank You 



Join Us in Making a 
Difference!

We invite you to be a part of this 
transformative initiative and support Black 
and racialized youth in Hamilton. 

Let’s work together to ensure every child 
has access to the styling, education, and 
confidence they deserve.

For more information 
or to secure your 
sponsorship, 
please contact:

Lohifa Pogoson Acker

lodidthat@gmail.com

905-379-8815
CONTACT INFO:





Kidney Walk 2025 
Partnership Plan

The kidney community gathers at The Kidney Walk.  
We invite you to partner with us; together we can do more. 



INCLUSION OF YOUR LOGO:
• On local promotional posters  

(print deadline August 1, 2025) 

• On your community’s Walk’s web page and exposure on our 
social media channels (provincially and locally as available)

• On event day thank you signage

PLUS,
• Certificate of appreciation

• Mention of your company in event-related communications 
including pre-walk email and thank you email.

• Inclusion of a corporate team of up to 10 people

• Cheque presentation and speaking opportunity at the  
Walk opening ceremonies 

• Video message (1 min max) on local Facebook page. Content 
to be arranged with The Kidney Foundation local chapter

CHAMPION   $1,500

INCLUSION OF YOUR LOGO:
• On signage placed on the walk route

PLUS;
• Certificate of appreciation

KILOMETRE   $250
INCLUSION OF YOUR LOGO:
• On local promotional posters (print deadline August 1, 2025) 

• On your community’s Walk’s web page

• On event day thank you signage

PLUS;

• Certificate of appreciation

STRIDER   $500

THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF CANADA | Charitable Registration No. 10756 7398 RR0001

Find out about Ontario-wide partnership possibilities by contacting: 
Daniela Piotrowski  1.800.387.4474 ext. 4964   |   daniela.piotrowski@kidney.ca
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2025 
PARTNERSHIP PLAN

PACESETTER   $1000
INCLUSION OF YOUR LOGO:
• On local promotional posters  

(print deadline August 1, 2025) 

• On your community’s Walk’s web page and exposure on our  
social media channels (provincially and locally as available)

• On event day thank you signage

PLUS;
• Certificate of appreciation

• Mention of your company in event-related communications 
including pre-walk email

• Inclusion of a corporate team of up to 10 people

REGIONAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Expand your reach! 
Regional sponsorship gives companies like yours 
the opportunity to expand your impact across 
many communities. Customized opportunities 
are available to build greater awareness and 
connectivity for your brand. Reach out to your 
local Walk Coordinator to discuss the benefits of 
supporting 3 or more local Kidney Walks across 
Ontario. Take action today to maximize your 
visibility!

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS 
Expand your impact! 
You can help double the impact of funds 
raised through a corporate matching gift. Your 
company may choose to match individual 
donations or better yet support the participant 
collecting funds with a “fundraising match” for 
the total amount the team member or team 
raised. Matching gifts are a powerful way to 
support your employees’ efforts while also 
helping to further our mission.
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YOUR   SUPPORT MATTERS
Kidney Walks are a vital lifeline, empowering us to deliver real-time support, drive life-saving research, 
and advocate fiercely for those impacted by kidney disease. Our mission goes beyond survival; we’re 
committed to a future where everyone facing kidney disease can truly thrive. 
We are committed to ensuring that all Canadians with chronic kidney disease have access to high-quality 
healthcare and essential support. By providing comprehensive education, we equip the public, patients, 
and healthcare professionals with the necessary tools to promote kidney health. We drive change 
through effective advocacy for impactful policies and by funding innovative research. 
Every dollar raised fuels programs and services for those affected by kidney disease. 

WALK   REPORT
2024

$1,056,000 
raised in 2024 ~ 24% over goal

286 Teams
    1857 Participants

230 Walk Champions  
raised over $1000 each.

29 Communities 
Brampton, Brantford, Chatham, Durham Region, Guelph, Halton Region, Hamilton, Huron-Bruce, Kingston, 
London, Mississauga, North Bay, Ottawa, Owen Sound, Norfolk/Oxford County, Pembroke-Renfrew, 
Perth-Smiths Falls, Peterborough, Sarnia, Sault Ste. Marie, Scarborough, Simcoe Region, St. Catharines, 
Stratford, Timmins-Porcupine, Toronto West, Waterloo Region, Windsor, York Region,  
Ontario Virtual Walk

$84k in Ontario Sponsorship

THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF CANADA | Charitable Registration No. 10756 7398 RR0001



Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club
Tuesday, May 27th, 2025

JOIN US AND BE INSPIRED!

Celebrate, honour or remember a loved one in
support of St. Joseph’s Villa and Margaret’s
Place Hospice. Hike the Valley is one of our
largest fundraising events of the year, with over
300 community members joining us on the
evening of May 27th for a 1km, 3km or 5km walk
through the beautiful fairways of the Dundas
Valley Golf & Curling Club. The evening will
include dinner, live entertainment, the
memorial walk, and a twilight social. 

Last year's Hike the Valley was a resounding
success, raising over $115,000 for our Campus of
Care. It was truly a heartwarming display of
community spirit. We continue to be inspired
by our supporters who walk with love and help
raise awareness and critical funds to support
the essential programs, services and
compassionate care provided for our residents
and families. 

Grace Davidson
Fundraising & Special Events
Officer
St. Joseph’s Villa Foundation
 
Phone: 905-627-9011 ext. 2383
Email: GraceDavidson@sjv.on.ca

Contact for Sponsorship
Opportunities

Celebrate, Honour, Remember
HIKE THE VALLEY

Presented by:

www.hikethevalley.ca

mailto:gracedavidson@sjv.on.ca


Peak Sponsor |  $5,000  
On-Site Recognition

Logo featured at start/finish lines
Logo featured on prominent signage at Dinner and Twilight Social areas,
including menus and napkins
Recognition during opening ceremonies of Hike the Valley
Opportunity for sponsor to include item/promo piece in participant Swag Bag

Marketing, Promotions & Communications
Logo featured on HikeTheValley.ca
Dedicated social media post announcing sponsorship with hyperlink to
business
Logo with hyperlink featured in e-newsletter and event emails pre/post event
Logo recognition in post-event celebration video

Presented by:

On-Site Recognition
Logo featured prominently at registration table and the hike start/finishing
lines
Recognition during opening ceremonies of Hike the Valley 
Opportunity to include item/promo piece in participant Swag Bag
Opportunity to engage your network by creating a corporate team

Marketing, Promotions & Communications
Logo featured on HikeTheValley.ca
Dedicated social media post announcing sponsorship
Logo with hyperlink featured in e-newsletter and event emails pre/post event
Logo recognition in post-event celebration video

Valley Sponsor  |  $2,500

On-Site Recognition
On-Site Activation 
Logo featured on all promotional materials
Public speaking opportunity at the event’s opening ceremony
Logo featured on all prominent signage at the event
Opportunity for sponsor to include item/promo piece in participant Swag Bag

Marketing, Promotions & Communications
Logo with hyperlink featured on HikeTheValley.ca
Dedicated social media post with organization messaging
Logo with hyperlink featured in e-newsletter and event emails pre/post event
Logo recognition in post-event celebration video

Presenting Sponsor  |  SOLD 
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We are excited to collaborate with you to make a meaningful impact through our Hike the Valley event!
To explore further or secure your sponsorship opportunity, please reach out to GraceDavidson@sjv.on.ca

 Together, we will continue a legacy of compassionate care!

Trail Sponsor  | $1,000
On-Site Recognition

Recognition during opening ceremonies of Hike the Valley 
Logo featured on signage at the hike starting/finishing lines
Opportunity to engage your network by creating a corporate team

Marketing, Promotions & Communications
Logo featured on HikeTheValley.ca
Shared social media post announcing sponsorship with other Trail Sponsors
Logo recognition in post-event celebration video

Community Sponsor  | $500
Logo featured on HikeTheValley.ca
Logo displayed on signage around the hike starting/finishing lines
Opportunity to engage your network by creating a corporate team

Create Your Own Partnership Opportunity!
This sponsorship opportunity provides a customizable and innovative
approach to aligning your business and objectives with Hike the Valley
 Connect with us today to discuss your idea and co-create a creative
sponsorship package to showcase your commitment to our cause in a
memorable way!

Payment is accepted by credit card or cheque made payable to: St Joseph’s Villa Foundation, 56 Governors Rd. Dundas, ON L9H 5G7

Empowering Impact: Your Role in Compassionate Care!

Presented by:
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Becoming a Hike the Valley sponsor is an investment in the health, dignity and well-being of our
community and will make a profound impact on the compassionate care provided to over 425
residents at St. Joseph’s Villa and countless residents and families at Margaret’s Place Hospice.
Your sponsorship not only showcases your dedication to the community, but amplifies your
brand reach and awareness.  More importantly, it plays a pivotal role in ensuring our mission to
provide compassionate care and healing support for our diverse resident and community
needs. 

Margaret’s Place Hospice - Ongoing support is vital to continue providing exceptional services
and care, free of charge to hospice residents and their families.  While government funding
covers part of our annual hospice operating budget, it falls short of meeting the entirety of our
needs.  

St. Joseph’s Villa -  Your gift will support the Villa’s most urgent capital needs including new
care and medical equipment, upgrading resident and community care facilities and enhancing
the quality of life for residents by funding programs not covered by government.  

mailto:gracedavidson@sjv.on.ca




Under a Starry Sky
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